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INTRODUCTION

This Wildlife Encounter Management Plan (the Plan) was developed by Golder Associates Ltd. (Golder) on behalf
of Imperial Oil Environmental & Property Solutions (Imperial), to support the remediation of the former
Tuktoyaktuk Exploration Logistics Base Camp (Tuk Base or the Site) located approximately 1.5 km southeast of
Tuktoyaktuk, Northwest Territories (NT) (Figure 1).
This Plan was prepared in accordance with the Government of the Northwest Territories (GNWT) Environment
and Natural Resources (ENR) Wildlife Management and Monitoring Plan Guidelines (GNWT-ENR 2018) and best
practices to be employed during the remediation of Tuk Base (the Project). The implementation of this Plan is
intended to minimize the impacts of the Project to wildlife and wildlife habitat in the Tuk Base area and to mitigate
any potential interferences with Inuvialuit subsistence harvesting activities. Inuvialuit Wildlife Monitors will be hired
for the Project; they will rotate in a two-week cycle with the rest of the Project crew to ensure full-time presence of
a Wildlife Monitor at the work site during all work activities (i.e., no work will be carried out at the Site without a
Wildlife Monitor being present).

2.0

SITE AND PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Site is located at 69°25’35’’N latitude and 132°57’20’’W longitude on the Beaufort Sea coast on the east side
of Tuktoyaktuk Harbour (Figure 2). The Site is located within the Inuvialuit Settlement Region (ISR), approximately
1.5 km southeast of the Hamlet of Tuktoyaktuk on a lease (ILA 8500107) held by Imperial from the Inuvialuit Land
Administration (ILA). Tuk Base began operations in 1970 and operated until the mid-1980s as a staging and
storage area for oil and gas exploration in the Arctic. In the late 1980s, decommissioning of the Site began.
Between 2001 and 2013 almost all major infrastructure onsite was decommissioned and removed. As of 2018, the
only notable features remaining onsite include two historic landfills, a former sewage lagoon, two docks, and
several concrete pads.
The Site covers a land area of approximately 54 hectares (133 acres) and is generally comprised of the former
Tuk Base on the Upper Terrace, transitioning down to a Lower Terrace (created by infilling the low lying natural
topography with dredged ocean sediments) and the surrounding natural tundra as shown on Figure 3.
The Site is bordered by tundra to the north and south, with the Mayogiak Inlet and Tuktoyaktuk Harbour bordering
the Site to the east and west, respectively (Figure 3). The former Northern Transportation Company Limited
(NTCL) tank farm/lease is also located to the north of the Imperial lease on Saviktok Point.

2.1

Project Objectives

Imperial is committed to complete the Project in a way that minimizes the risk of negative impacts on the
environment, terrestrial, aquatic and avian wildlife, and humans. The Tuktoyaktuk Community Conservation Plan
(TCCP 2016) classifies the Site as Category C Lands “where cultural or renewable resources are of particular
significance and sensitivity during specific times of the year. These lands and waters shall be managed so as to
eliminate, to the greatest extent possible, potential damage and disruption”.
The project-specific Remedial Action Plan (RAP) for the planned remediation works was submitted to and
approved by the ILA in October 2018 and will guide the following Project tasks:



Surface debris (including the wood piles from the former wooden wharf) will be collected, removed, and
disposed of off-site at a licensed disposal facility.



Hazardous material (stemming from historical operations) encountered on-site will be removed, transported
off-site and disposed of at an appropriate, Imperial approved, licensed disposal facility.
1
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Soil impacted with light-end petroleum hydrocarbons (PHCs) will be treated on-site and used as backfill.



Soil impacted with heavy-end PHCs will be disposed of off-site at an Imperial approved, licensed disposal
facility.



Soils impacted with metals or PCBs will be excavated and transported to an appropriate off-site Imperial
approved, licensed facility.



The former sewage lagoon will be dewatered, backfilled and regraded.



The North Dock will be utilized for the Project and then will either be repurposed (pending negotiations with
the ILA) or demolished.



The South Dock will be demolished.



The concrete pads may be repurposed or transported off-site.

After the project completion, the Site will be left in a condition that promotes long term geotechnical stability and
positive drainage in all disturbed areas. The end land use will be “parkland” as defined by the Canadian Council of
Ministers of the Environment (CCME; 1999a).

2.2

Contaminated Soil Excavations

Contaminated soil areas that will need to be excavated include the north and south landfills, and multiple locations
throughout the former operations area at the Upper Terrace as identified through previous Site investigations and
outlined in the Project-specific RAP. Each area will be excavated and, where possible, soil will be treated on site
and used as backfill to promote positive drainage. Alternatively, soil that cannot be treated will be transported and
disposed of off-site at an approved, licensed facility. The disturbed areas will then be re-graded and revegetated
with native species (as directed by the ILA) to match surrounding land cover.

2.3

North and South Landfills

The North Landfill is located north of the lease boundary and contains approximately 2,000 cubic metres (m3) of
impacted soil/debris that will be excavated, treated and/or removed and disposed of off-site. The South Landfill is
located in the southeast portion of the Upper Terrace (Figure 3). It is considerably larger than the North Landfill
and contains roughly 35,000 m3 of impacted soil/debris that will need to be excavated, treated and/or removed
and disposed of off-site. Following confirmatory soil sampling, both landfill excavations will be recontoured to
promote positive drainage.

2.4

Draining and Reclamation of Former Sewage Lagoon

The former sewage lagoon water will be sampled for water quality parameters confirm there are no exceedances
of applied guidelines. Upon analytical confirmation, the water will be pumped off to the land at a minimum of 30 m
away from the nearest water body and 100 m away from the nearest fish bearing waters (the proposed discharge
point is depicted on Figure 3). The remaining berms will be used as fill to backfill and re-contour the lagoon area
to integrate into the surrounding landscape. The reclaimed lagoon area will then be re-vegetated using a
combination of live staking of willows, by harvesting live stakes from the surrounding area, seeding of native
species and natural revegetation as approved by the ILA to avoid the establishment of invasive species.
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North and South Docks

Structural assessments of the north and south docks were completed in 2018 (as described in the RAP) which
concluded that the North Dock is in servicable condition while the South Dock was found to be at the end of its
servicable life. The North Dock will remain intact during the Project while the South Dock will be removed. The
granular material will be excavated to restore the natural shoreline and then the dock sheet piles will be removed.
An Aquatic Effects Monitoring Plan was developed to mitigate against the possible sedimentation effects during
south dock removal (Tuk Base Dock Repair and Removal Monitoring Plan).

2.6

Concrete Pads

Two concrete pads as well as a number of stockpiled smaller slabs remain onsite. The pads and slabs will be
excavated and cut to size prior to being removed from Site for reuse or appropriate disposal.

3.0
3.1

WILDLIFE
Species of Management Concern

Several of the species observed at the Site are listed by the Government of Canada's Species at Risk Act (SARA;
2019). SARA designates a national classification for species that have been assessed by the Committee on the
Status of Endangered Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC). If a species becomes listed as ‘extirpated’, ‘endangered’ or
‘threatened’, it is legally prohibited to kill, harm, harass, or capture individuals of the species, or to damage or
destroy their habitat. In addition, species can be listed under three schedules. Species listed under Schedule 1 of
SARA include those species officially listed under SARA. Species that had been listed by COSEWIC prior to
October 1999, but have not yet been officially protected under SARA, are listed under Schedule 2 and
Schedule 3. The species listed under Schedule 2 and Schedule 3 are required to be assessed by COSEWIC
within a certain timeframe (SARA 2019).
In addition to federal legislation, the GNWT has established an assessment program for NWT species used as a
tool for conservation management. It is called the General Status Ranks of Wild Species (Working Group on
General Status of NWT Species 2016). Under this program, species’ ranks must be reviewed every five years and
made available for review in the NWT Species Monitoring Infobase. Species may be ranked as ‘at risk’ (have
been assessed in detail or ranked by COSEWIC as ‘threatened’ or ‘endangered’), ‘may be at risk’ (may be at risk
of extinction or extirpation; the highest rank for species under GNWT General Status Ranking system), ‘sensitive’
(may require protection to keep from becoming at risk), ‘secure’ (not at risk or sensitive), ‘undetermined’
(insufficient information to determine status), ‘not assessed’ (not assessed under program), ‘alien’ (introduced
through human activities), ‘extirpated / extinct’ (no longer found in the NWT / world), ‘vagrant’ (infrequent and/or
unpredictable occurrences outside normal distribution range) and ‘presence expected’ (species not yet recorded
but expected to occur in the NWT; Working Group on General Status of NWT Species 2016).
To assess the biological status of species that may be at risk in the NWT, the Species at Risk Committee (SARC)
was established under the Species at Risk (NWT) Act and assesses whether a species should be included in the
NWT List of Species at Risk (Government of the Northwest Territories [GNWT] 2018). Assessments under SARC
are carried out by the Conference of Management Authorities on a regular basis and additional species may be
assessed in the future.
The following sections include summaries of species potentially occurring in the Project area that are currently
listed territorially and / or federally.
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Marine Mammals

The Beaufort Sea marine region (well offshore of the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula) is used by a large summer feeding
population of bowhead whales or Arviq (Balaena mysticetus; TCCP 2016). The whales are listed on SARA’s
Schedule 1 and by COSEWIC as ‘special concern’ (SARA 2019) and the SAR NWT did not assess them.
Kugmallit Bay and with it Tuktoyaktuk Harbour are home to ringed seal or Natchiq (Phoca hispida) and bearded
seals or Ugyuk (Erignathus barbatus). One of the world's largest summering stock of beluga whales or Qilalugaq
(Delphinapterus leucas) move into ISR waters every summer und use the waters along the ISR (TCCP 2016).
Their core habitat in Mackenzie River Delta and estuary in the Beaufort Sea is protected through the Tarium
Niryutait Marine Protected Area, consisting of three individual areas called Niaqunnaq, Okeevik, and Kittigaryuit.
The Special Designated Lands area 712C (Beluga Management Zone 2) is recognized by the Inuvialuit as a
major beluga travel corridor to move into, out of, and amongst bays of the Mackenzie estuary (TCCP 2016).
Polar bears or Nanuq (Ursus maritimus) belonging to the Southern Beaufort Sea subpopulation primarily occupy
areas with large amounts of sea ice – which are far offshore during the summer. Maternity dens and secondary
winter habitat occur along the Beaufort Sea coastline (TCCP 2016). It is believed that bears move between the
Southern and Northern Beaufort Sea sub-populations and the Inuvialuit consider these two subpopulations to be a
single group (Joint Secretariat 2017). Traditional Knowledge information describe both populations as stable with
the Southern Beaufort Sea subpopulation estimated at approximately 1,200 individuals and the Northern Beaufort
Sea subpopulation estimated to include 1,200 to 1,700 bears (Joint Secretariat 2017). Polar bear denning habitat
typically includes areas on sea ice and on land where relief structures are present and facilitate sufficient snow
accumulation. Polar bears (mostly females and their cubs) are known to return to their preferred denning sites for
subsequent years (COSEWIC 2008). Tuk Base is not providing suitable polar bear denning habitat due to the lack
of relief and likely a limited seal population in Tuk Harbour.
Polar bears are listed on SARA’s Schedule 1 and by COSEWIC as ‘special concern’ (SARA 2019); the SAR NWT
lists and the SARC Assessment list them in the same category (GNWT 2018).

3.3

Terrestrial Wildlife and Habitat

Wildlife species are important to the communities for subsistence harvesting and for their spiritual and cultural
values. Potential adverse effects on these species and their habitats are listed as being of concern in the TCCP
(2016). The primary terrestrial mammals potentially occurring in the general Project area include barren-ground
caribou (Rangifer tarandus groenlandicus), moose (Alces alces), grizzly bear (Ursus arctos), wolf (Canis lupus),
wolverine (Gulo gulo), Arctic fox (Vulpes lagopus), Arctic hare (Lepus arcticus; TCCP 2016) and small mammal
species.
Tuk Base is located within a larger Special Designated Lands area for grizzly bear denning area (322C). This area
is important for denning grizzly bears from October to May (TCCP 2016). However, the Site is relatively flat and
does not offer eskers or slopes that may offer denning habitat (Advisian 2019).
Species potentially occurring at Tuk Base that are listed either federally or territorially are summarized in Table 1.
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Table 1: Listed Terrestrial Mammal Species potentially occurring at the Site
Species

SARA Status

Barren-ground caribou
(Rangifer tarandus groenlandicus) of Under
the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula and Cape Consideration
Bathurst herds

COSEWIC Status

NWT SAR

NWT SARC
Assessment

Threatened

Threatened

Threatened

Grizzly bear – Western population
(Ursus arctos)

Special Concern
Schedule 1

Special Concern

No Status

Special Concern

Wolverine (Gulo gulo)

Special Concern
Schedule 1

Special Concern

No Status

Not at Risk

3.3.1

Barren-ground Caribou

Barren-ground caribou migrate to their northern calving grounds in the spring and southwards in the fall to their
winter range (TCCP 2016). Two barren-ground caribou herds are known to use the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula: the
Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula Herd and (south of that range) the Cape Bathurst Herd.
Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula Herd: The Tuktoyatuk Peninsula herd’s year-round range is limited to the Tuktoyaktuk
Peninsula and it is assumed that this herd includes feral reindeer or caribou reindeer hybrids (GNWT - ENR
2019). The herd is declining and its current (2018) size is estimated at 1,500 animals. Their traditional calving
grounds are at the northern tip of the peninsula and the animals will migrate south in the fall. The likelihood of
overlap with project activities is minimal and mostly restricted to winter Site access (to remove bagged soil and
debris from the Site). However, for the purpose of this assessment, it is assumed that the herd is potentially using
the general Project area.
Cape Bathurst Herd: The Cape Bathurst Herd utilizes the Cape Bathurst and Tuktoyaktuk peninsulas. The herd’s
calving grounds are on the Cape Bathurst Peninsula (east of the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula), and their winter range
may include the most southern parts of the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula. The herd’s numbers have been increasing
over the past decade and was estimated at 4,500 animals in 2018 (GNWT – ENR 2019).
The Site is located in two Designated Special Lands areas for caribou harvesting: Spring Caribou Harvesting
(302C) and Summer Caribou Harvesting (306C) both outlining key areas for subsistence caribou harvest.

3.3.2

Grizzly Bear

The TCCP (2016) includes the Site in the Critical Grizzly Bear Denning Area (322 C) which is important for
denning grizzly bears from October to May.
Arctic coastal grizzly bears occupy the Beaufort Sea coast and are particularly abundant on Richards Island west
of the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula (GNWT 2018). Their diet includes everything from vegetation, small mammals, fish,
carrion and they will also prey on ungulates. Denning locations include major river drainages, eskers, and steep
southerly slopes that are well-drained and contain high shrub cover (Feldhamer et al. 2003). Dens often collapse
after use and are rarely reused.
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Wolverine

The Site is located in a Designated Special Lands area for Winter Wolverine Harvesting (314C) which outlines a
key area for subsistence harvest of wolverines in winter (TCCP 2016).
Wolverines live in large home ranges, are non-migratory and do not hibernate (Feldhamer et al. 2003). They
construct and use dens for raising kits. Wolverines feed mainly on large ungulates (e.g., caribou), small mammals,
birds, fish, carrion and vegetation. Population numbers for the NWT are unknown; it is assumed that the
population is stable but sparsely distributed (GNWT 2018).

3.4

Avian Wildlife and Habitat

The vast majority of birds that are found in and around the Mackenzie Delta including the Tuktoyaktuk Peninsula
are migratory and are present from May to October. The Inuvialuit harvest geese during summer in the Summer
Goose Harvesting area (308C) and during fall in the Fall Goose Harvesting area (312C) which includes the Site
(TCCP 2016). Key harvested species include lesser snow geese or Nirliq (Anser caerulescens), white fronted
geese or Kanguq (Anser albifrons), Canada geese (Branta canadensis hutchinsii), brant (Branta bernicla
nigricans) and tundra swans (Cygnus columbianus).
There are a large variety of waterfowl, raptors and songbirds potentially occurring at Tuk Base. Several of these
species are listed federally and/or territorially. Table 2 provides a summary of these species.
Table 2: Listed Avian Species potentially occurring at the Site
Species
Buff-breasted Sandpiper (Tryngites
subruficollis)

SARA Status

COSEWIC Status

NWT SAR

NWT SARC
Assessment

Special Concern Special Concern

Not Applicable

Harris sparrow (Zonotrichia querula)

Under
Consideration

Special Concern

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Horned grebe (Podiceps auratus)

Special Concern Special Concern

Not Applicable

Not Applicable

Peregrine falcon (Falco peregrinus
tundrius / anatum complex)

Not at Risk

Special Concern

No Status

Not Assessed

Red-necked phalarope (Phalaropus
lobatus)

Under
Consideration

Special Concern

No Status

Not Assessed

Rusty blackbird (Euphagus carolinus)

Special Concern Special Concern

No Status

Not Assessed

Short-eared owl (Asio flammeus)

Special Concern Special Concern

No Status

Not Assessed

Not Applicable

Direct disturbance to wildlife is expected to be minimal and primarily restricted to sensory (i.e., noise, olfactory
and/or visual) disturbances. Summer activities may overlap with the presence of some wildlife species, including
barren-ground caribou, grizzly bears and migratory birds. Mitigation measures to be used to limit the adverse
effects on wildlife in the area during Project activities include:



Wildlife Monitors will scout for wildlife and sign of wildlife every morning prior to work at the Site.



Wildlife Monitors will assess the proposed Project area and advise on any other wildlife concerns in the Project
area.



Wildlife Monitors will work in alternating shifts to ensure monitoring takes place during all work activities.
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No temporary camp will be established at the Site; a barge camp will be docked off-Site and all waste will be
stored temporarily in secure containments on the barge prior to off-site disposal.



Crews will keep the Site clean at all times, and food, attractants and waste will be temporarily stored in wildlifeproof containers and removed from Site daily.



Crews will be instructed to not feed or harass wildlife, and workers will not be allowed to hunt, trap or have
dogs on the program.



Wildlife will at all times have the right-of-way.



Project activities will cease if caribou or bears are spotted; activities will only resume once the animals have
left the area.



Crews will be trained in bear awareness and will follow this Plan and ENR’s 2017 Safety in Grizzly and Black
Bear Country (provided in Appendix C).

4.0

HOW TO AVOID WILDLIFE ENCOUNTERS

Wildlife encounters can be avoided and managed through a variety of behaviours, such as:



early detection



attractants management



safe deterrence

 personnel training
4.1
Early Detection
Early detection can assist in the avoidance of wildlife encounters. Sighting wildlife or signs of wildlife will help to
determine how to respond to the situation. Wildlife Monitors will be present on-site and they will be responsible for
watching for wildlife and signs of wildlife. Personnel will be instructed to report any sighting of wildlife or wildlife
sign to the Wildlife Monitor (see also Section 6). Signs of wildlife include:



tracks



droppings



dens/nests



scratches/digging marks



hair/antlers

 food remains (e.g., recent kills)
4.2
Attractants Management
No on-site camp will be used for the Project – a barge camp will be docked at the shore. All living quarters, the
kitchen and dining area will be on the barge. Solid and liquid camp wastes will be stored securely on the barge
and disposed of at a licensed facility. Combustible, non-hazardous camp wastes will be incinerated on-board
following the Project-specific Incinerator Management Plan.
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Overall site attractiveness can be minimized by keeping clean work areas. Imperial’s Project-specific Waste
Management Plan provides details on all waste management aspects. Key wildlife related aspects of this plan for
personnel include:



Don’t keep food (and food wastes) in any areas of the work site other than in wildlife-proof containers.



Store all garbage in wildlife proof, airtight containers at a secured disposal site.



If applicable, incinerate food waste daily.

 Store other attractants (petroleum products, etc.) in an inaccessible, wildlife proof place.
4.3
Safe Deterrence
Wildlife encounters can result in harm to personnel and wildlife. Wildlife Monitors will be armed but defense kills of
wildlife are only to be use as a last resort. If they can be applied safely, non-lethal deterrence methods are
preferred. Non-lethal methods of deterrence (of bears and wolves) may include:



use Wildlife Monitors to detect and deter wildlife;



shoot projectiles to deter wildlife (e.g., cracker shells, bean bags, rubber bullets, scare cartridges or
screamers);



make noise (e.g., yell and shout, acoustic recordings, flares or air horns);



flash lights;



use chemical repellents (e.g., pepper spray; limited effectiveness because it needs to be applied at short
range - it needs to be applied to bear’s eyes, nose or mouth); and



use UTV to chase away bears for personal protection – don’t exceed speed to more than a steady trot and
keep distance to the animals).

Warning shots and projectiles should never beaimed at wildlife. Shots need to be fired in the air or to the side of
the animal. If wounded, bears can become dangerous. When taking deterrent actions, it always needs to be
ensured that the bear has an escape route.
Project personnel that have access to non-lethal deterrents will be trained on-site in their specific use. No nonlethal deterrents will be provided to personnel with the appropriate training. However, only Wildlife Monitors are
authorized to use guns to deter wildlife.

4.4

Personnel Training

Imperial and their contractors will ensure that all personnel receive bear awareness training either before they
arrive at the Site or immediately upon arrival. Training will encompass:



review of the Wildlife Encounter Management Plan;



bear awareness training;



review of safety procedures, including behaviour of wildlife and adequate responses to wildlife encounters;



environmental and Site orientation;



use and handling of non-lethal deterrents; and



principles of attractants management.
8
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WHAT TO DO IN THE EVENT OF AN ENCOUNTER

Safety is everyone's responsibility. The actions of each individual affect the safety of everyone else. All crew will
be reminded daily of these simple rules:



be alert at all times



respect all wildlife - they can be dangerous



never approach wildlife for any reason



never feed or harass any wildlife

Instructions on how to behave in the event of an encounter with a large carnivore (such as a bear or wolf) and
other wildlife are described below.
In the event of any wildlife encounter, personal will calmly notify the Wildlife Monitor of the presence of wildlife.
Wildlife Monitors are trained to:



Carefully observe if the animal is aware of the work party, whether it exhibits signs of anxiety, stress or
aggression.



Determine what the animal wants to do; i.e. break contact, move through the area or protect its young.



Direct the team members to respond in a way that improves their safety; this may include: bunching up,
standing still, backing away, or displaying confidence or aggression.

The Wildlife Monitor will control and resolve the situation based on their training and experience. Personnel need
to follow their instructions to assist in resolving the situation.

5.1

Bear Encounters

In the event of a grizzly bear or (very unlikely) polar bear encounter, a bear’s reaction to a person will be
influenced by many factors and is never predictable. If these animals are encountered, immediately seek shelter
(e.g., inside vehicles) and notify the Wildlife Monitor and Site Supervisor. Only Wildlife Monitors and personnel
with appropriate training are authorized to use deterrent equipment. The following measures will be implemented:



Wildlife Monitors will be the ones reporting problem bears.



Wildlife Monitors need to have sufficient supplies of approved deterrents.



All bear sightings and encounters need to be reported to the closest ENR office.



An order of potential responses to problem bears has been established for bear encounters:

 Wildlife Monitors will use conventional means of deterring problem bears (e.g., vehicles, noise makers,
rubber bullets).

 If not effective, use UTV (don’t stress bear, undue harassment is illegal).
 Report all events to a Wildlife Officer as soon as possible.
 If no immediate threat, ENR may capture and re-locate the bear.
 If all deterrents have failed and capture and re-location have been deemed impossible, ENR may destroy
the bear or give instructions to do so.
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Wolf Encounters

In the event a wolf (or several wolves) is (are) encountered, take the following action as soon as the wolf/wolves
is/are noticed:



Notify the Wildlife Monitor.



Do not allow the wolf / wolves to approach any closer than 100 metres.



Raise your arms and wave them in the air to make yourself appear larger.



When in a group, act in unison to send a clear message to the wolf / wolves that they are not welcome.



Back away slowly, do not turn your back to the wolf / wolves.



Make noise, throw sticks, rocks and sand at the wolf / wolves.

 Follow the directions of the Wildlife Monitor.
5.3
Other Wildlife Encounters
The Wildlife Monitor must be notified immediately if other wildlife (e.g., barren-ground caribou, wolverine, foxes,
hares, birds) are encountered. The Wildlife Monitor will decide how to act to ensure that the animals are not
harmed in any way during Project work.

6.0

REPORTING

Imperial and all contracted personnel will report aggressive wildlife encounters as outlined in the Emergency
Response Plan. All sightings (aggressive and non-aggressive) will be reported by all staff and contractors to the
Wildlife Monitor.
The Wildlife Monitor on duty will report all wildlife observations and encounters to the Tuktoyaktuk Hunters and
Trappers Committee (HTC) on a regular basis. A Wildlife Sighting Report Form is provided in Appendix A. This
form will be completed for every wildlife sighting and encounter (aggressive and non-aggressive) and subsequently
submitted to the HTC and Imperial. The HTCs may require a different format which will be determined prior to
mobilization.
Bear sightings and encounters will be reported immediately to the closest ENR office. If bear encounters result in a
defense kill, the incident will be reported to ENR. ENR’s “Bear Report Checklist” is attached to this document (in
Appendix B) and will be available for use by the Wildlife Monitors.
Contact information is provided below:



Tuktoyaktuk HTC: 867-977-2457



GNWT, ENR Inuvik: 867-678-6680
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APPENDIX A

Wildlife Sighting Reporting Form

Tuk Base Remediation - Wildlife Sighting Report Form

Date:___________________Time:________________Weather:_________________________
Observer (Name):___________________________________________________________
Location of sighting (description):
_________________________________________________________
Coordinates (if available):
_______________________________________________________________
Mammals (please circle the applicable species):
Bear (polar / grizzly) Caribou Wolverine Wolf Fox Hare Lemming Other
(_______________________)
Birds (please circle the applicable group):
Gull Duck Goose Loon Shorebird Raptor Songbird Other (________________________)
Sex of mammal/bird: ____________________________ Photo Taken? _________________
Behaviour (please circle the applicable behaviour):
Running Walking Lying Feeding Flying Swimming Nesting Denning
Other(explain:
_______________________________________________________________________)
Any additional comment on behaviour?
____________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________________________
________
Number of animals ________________ Any offspring/young ____________________________

Signature: ____________________________________________

April 2019
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APPENDIX B

Bear Report Checklist

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Bag Service #1 Inuvik, NT X0E 0T0

FAX (867) 678-6659
Bear Report Checklist

1. Report Details:
Date/Time of Report: ________________________________________________
Reporters Name: ________________________________________________
Affiliation/Location of Reporter: ___________________________________
Contact Number for Reporter: ______________________________________
Other on Site Contacts: ______________________________________________
Wildlife Monitors Name: _____________________________________________
2. Camp Details:
Location of Incident: ______________________________________________
Latitude/Longitude: _________________________________________________
Type of Camp- Permanent/ Mobile: ____________________________________
Number of People in Camp: __________________________________________
How Long has Camp Been Here (if Mobile): _____________________________
Are there any Aircraft on site? If yes, Type: ______________________________
3. History of the Problem:
Date/Time Bear First Sighted: _________________________________________
Type of Bear: Grizzly______
Polar ______
Black
______
Sex of Bear: Male ______
Female ______
Unknown ______
Age of Bear: Cub ______
Juvenile ______
Adult
______
Has Bear Been Observed Before: _______________________________________
Den site found (YES NO)? If Yes description/LAT LONG_______________________
__________________________________________________________________
What was the Bear Attracted To: _______________________________________
Did the Bear Obtain Food: ____________________________________________
Behaviour of Bear: Fearful ______ Not Fearful ______ Aggressive______
Damage By Bear: ___________________________________________________
4. Deterrent Action:
Was the Bear Deterred? Yes______ No ______
If Yes, Type of Deterrent Used: ________________________________________
________________________________________
Present Status of Bear: _______________________________________________
_______________________________________________
5. Other Information:
Reporters Name/Title: _______________________________________________
Weather on Site at Time of Report: _____________________________________
Checklist Forwarded to: ______________________________________________

ENR Updated Nov 2011
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APPENDIX C

Safety in Grizzly and Black Bear
Country

Deterrents…
• Include 12 gauge cracker shells, air horns, flares
and chemical repellents such as pepper spray.
• Are not completely effective against every bear in
every situation.
• Should not make you less careful to avoid bear
conflicts.
• Are potentially dangerous so use with extreme
caution.
• If you are using a chemical repellent, try to stay
upwind of the bear before using.

If a Bear Charges…

• Many charges are bluffs. The bear will often veer
to the side at the last minute.
• Use a chemical repellent only at close range.
• If you have a firearm and contact appears
unavoidable, shoot to kill.
• If you play dead during a bear attack, lie on your
side, curl into a ball with your legs tight to your
chest and hands clasped behind your neck.

If you must shoot a bear in self-defence, report the
kill to a Renewable Resource Officer as soon as
possible and provide an explanation of the incident,
the date and location of the incident, and any other
information requested by an Officer. You may not
keep any part of a bear killed in self-defence.

For more information, contact the
Environment and Natural Resources
regional office nearest you:
Fort Simpson........................................867-695-7450
Fort Smith..............................................867-872-6400
Inuvik......................................................867-678-6650
Norman Wells......................................867-587-3506

Yellowknife........................................... 867-767-9238
ext. 53461
Sahtú Wildlife Emergencies..........867-587-2422

Dehcho Wildlife Emergencies
(May – Sept).........................................867-695-7433
Fort Smith Wildlife Emergencies
(May – Sept).........................................867-872-0400
Hay River Wildlife Emergencies
(May – Sept).........................................867-875-7640
Inuvik Wildlife Emergencies
(May – Oct)...........................................867-678-0289
North Slave
Wildlife Emergencies.......................867-873-7181
Wildlife Collisions/
Report a Poacher................................866-762-2437

www.enr.gov.nt.ca
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Safety
Grizzly

in

and

Black Bear

Country

Welcome to Bear Country
Grizzly and black bears can be found throughout the Northwest Territories. They are an important part of the
northern ecosystem. Northerners are committed to maintaining healthy populations of all wildlife, including
grizzly and black bears. Treat bears with respect. Remember, you are in a bear’s territory.

What’s

Difference

Grizzly Bear

the

Black Bear

Between…?

1. Long, light claws
2. Dished face profile

3. Short, rounded ears
4. Shoulder hump

1. Short, dark claws
2. Straight face profile

4
Front claw
2 - 4” long

3

4

2

2

Front track

3

Front claw
1.5” long

3. Taller ears
4. No shoulder hump

1

While You are Travelling…
•
•
•
•
•
•

Always be alert.
Travel in groups.
Travel only during daylight.
Avoid carrying strong smelling foods.
Make noise where visibility is limited.
Avoid bear feeding areas such as flood plains,
berry patches and areas rich in horsetails and
other grasses.
• Avoid bear travel areas, including shorelines,
trails or near berry patches.
• Watch for fresh bear droppings and tracks.
• Carry bear deterrents.

If You are Camping…

• Avoid camping in areas frequented by bears.
• Always sleep inside a shelter (tent, cabin, etc.).
• Don’t keep food in tents or areas of your camp other
than the cook tent or kitchen/cooking area.
• Keep a clean camp. Wash all dishes and utensils
after every meal.

Front track

1

• Avoid cooking greasy foods.
• Burn all garbage every day or take it to a
bearproof disposal site. Burying garbage does
not eliminate odours.
• If you are going to leave your campsite:
- Bearproof your camp. Store food and other
attractants (dish detergent, toothpaste, dog
food, etc.) in an inaccessible place.
- Let someone know where you are going.
- Take a partner and bear deterrents with you.

If You Are Fishing...

• Be cautious near streams or lakes. Bears frequent
these areas.
• Clean fish and dispose of guts away from camp.
• Keep and take home fish you catch on your last
day only, to minimize bacterial growth in fish, and
fish smells in camp.
• Don’t wear clothes to bed that smell like fish.

If You are Hunting...
• Avoid hunting late in the day and returning to
your camp in the dark.
• Stay alert when dressing game or handling meat
and make sure you are away from your camp.
• Avoid shooting more than your party can pack
out in a single load.
• If you must leave meat in the field, protect it
from disturbance by other animals or the natural
environment. Clearly mark the cache as yours
before leaving it. Make sure you have a clear
approach route when returning, and retrieve
the meat as soon as possible to prevent wastage.
Mark the meat to identify the harvester.
• Don’t keep bloodied clothes in your tent.

If You Encounter a Bear...
• Remember the 3 S’s... Stop, Stand still, Stay
calm.
• Make sure others know a bear is in the
vicinity.
• Do not run.
• Leave the bear an open avenue of escape.

...at a DISTANCE

• Alert the bear to your presence by speaking
in low tones and slowly waving your arms.
• Quietly walk backwards the way you came
or make a wide detour.
• Keep an eye on the bear.
• Stay downwind.
• Consider using warning shots, noisemakers.

...that is NEARBY

• Do not shout or make sudden movements.
• Avoid direct eye contact.
• Back away slowly.

golder.com

