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Good Afternoon Stephen/Donald
 
As you are aware, GNWT DOT circulated the following email last week with regard to a breach of the
outside perimeter of source 170 that resulted in water and sediment flow into the adjacent surrounding
area and subsequently into the adjacent lake, filling the lake with silt and sediment.
 
The IWB is concerned that this is a violation of the current water licence with regard to unapproved
release of water into the surrounding environment.  Could you inform the IWB if this matter is being
addressed through enforcement and/or clean up initiatives including mitigative measures to ensure this
unlicensed activity does not occur again.  If you have any questions with regard to this email please
contact me at 867-678-8609.
 
Thank you
 
Mardy
 
Mardy Semmler
Executive Director
Inuvialuit Water Board
Ph:  867-678-8609
Fax:  867-678-2943

From: Kevin McLeod [mailto:Kevin_McLeod@gov.nt.ca] 
Sent: September-16-14 2:26 PM
To: Kelly.Eggers@dfo-mpo.gc.ca; Freda Wilson (wilsonf@nwtwb.com); Dow, Larry; Donald Arey
Cc: Larry G. Purcka; Rhonda Batchelor; Jennifer Forsythe
Subject: FW: Source 170 - Flow into adjacent Lake
 
Good Day,
 
Please Larry Purcka’ s email below detailing the migration of water and gravel
source material from Source 170 into a neighbouring lake due to extraordinary
rainfall and full saturation conditions.
 
I understand the ILA is aware and had inspectors in the area monitoring the
situation.  It should be noted that: first, measures were in place (seen in the
pictures) at the outset of the conditions which were overcome; second, additional
measures are being planned and implemented as soon as possible; and, third,
monitoring and additional adaptive responses are ongoing and will be
implemented.
 
Larry is investigating further mitigation measures to include more fencing and a
series of ponds to allow the melt water from the soil and the rainwater to be
contained and dealt with in a controlled fashion.  If there are other measures
suggested please let me know as soon as you can.
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We will update you or your reps at the monthly meeting being held on Wed
morning.
 
 
Kevin McLeod
Director Highways and Marine Services Division
Department of Transportation
Government of the Northwest Territories
P.O. Box 1320  |  Yellowknife, NT  |  X1A 2L9
Tel:  1-867-873-7800 |  Fax: 1-867-873-0288
kevin_mcleod@.gov.nt.ca
 
 
This e-mail and all attachments to it are confidential and is intended solely for the use of the person to whom it is
addressed. If you have received this message in error, please delete it and any and all attachments to it and
notify me immediately by replying to sender.
 
 
 
From: Larry G. Purcka 
Sent: Tuesday, September 16, 2014 12:39 PM
To: Kevin McLeod
Subject: Source 170 - Flow into adjacent Lake
 
Kevin,
 
An accidental flow of saturated mud and granular materials from Source 170 has entered into an
adjacent Lake (see attached photos).
 
Source 170 has areas of very high moisture content, 24 to 28 %.  There has also been an abnormal
and continuous amount of rainfall in the Tuktoyaktuk and Inuvik areas this summer.  During the
latter part of this summer, when the ice had melted from the borrow materials, these materials
became quite saturated.  With the addition of the rain, the material from within the pit
development area became so saturated, that it became liquid and flowed right into the overland
drainage course and into a nearby lake turning the entire lake brown in color.  The silt fencing that
was put in place to catch any fine grained materials was knocked down by the flow of saturated
granular materials.  It is not known how deep the lake is or if there are any fish in the lake.
 
The contractor has returned to the site, and efforts are currently been made to construct settling
ponds and to erect additional lines of silt fencing within the drainage channel.  As soon as the
contractor can have silt curtains shipped to site, silt curtains will be installed in the affected lake at
both the source of flow from Source 170 and at the outlet end of the lake.  DOT is also carrying out
water testing downstream from the affected lake to determine if other bodies of water are affected
by this event.
 
DOT and the contractor will review the site and identify the location of the outflow source and
determine what additional measures should be implemented immediately to stop any further



migration of granular materials into the lake.  DOT and the contractor will also review the pit
development plan to ensure that Source 170 was developed in accordance with the Plan and as
approved by the ILA.   Revisions may be required to Pit Development Plans to ensure that this type
of event will not happen again in the future.
 
Larry G Purcka
Program Manager
Highways & Marine Division
Department of Transportation
Government of the Northwest Territories
2nd Floor Highways Bldg.  |  4510 Franklin Avenue
P.O. Box 1320 | Yellowknife, NT    X1A 2L9
Tel:  1-867-873-7647  |  Cell:  1-867-765-8412  |  Fax:  1-867-873-0288
Email:  Larry_Purcka@gov.nt.ca
Website:   www.dot.gov.nt.ca
 

                
 
This e-mail and all attachments to it are confidential and is intended solely for the person to whom
it is addressed.
If you have received this message in error, please delete it and any and all attachments to it and
notify me immediately by replying to sender.
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